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Dear Amnesty International activists, 

Gdqd­r xntq fthcd enq `bshuhrl enq sgd mdws rhw lnmsgr+
vghbg bnms`hmr cds`hkr `ants sgd Aq`mbg­r 
campaigning priorities for 2012. Please review it with 
your groups or other activists and decide which 
actions make sense in your context and are 
achievable for you or your group. 
 
In our Branch Priorities Statement for 2012, we 
identified 4 human rights priorities: 
 
1. Human rights in the Middle East and North Africa 

2. Campaigning for an Arms Trade Treaty 

3. Corporate Accountability in the Niger Delta and 
Guatemala 

4. Protecting the rights of Indigenous Peoples at risk 
in Colombia. 

 
The first two priorities were set by the global 
movement and aim to seize concrete opportunities on 
the public and political agenda. 
 
Our Branch will participate actively in the ongoing 
crisis response in the Middle East and North Africa, 
guided by our calls to protect the right to freedom of 
expression, association, and assembly, to rein in 
security forces and for accountability for the unlawful 
detentions, harassment and deaths of protesters. 
Negotiations towards an Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) are 
set to conclude in 2012. You may remember the One 
Million Faces campaign of the mid 2000s. After a 
campaigning phase focused on high-level lobbying, 
we now need to go public and press key influential 
governments to ensure a robust treaty. Our Branch 
will focus on preventing Canada from becoming a 
potential treaty spoiler.  One specific activity that we 
need you to take is to approach parliamentarians in 
your area and invite them to sign the Global 
Parliamentary Declaration on the Arms Trade Treaty. 
 
The need to safeguard the human rights of 
Indigenous peoples is one of the most pressing 
human rights issues in the Americas.  In addition to 
our continued work on Canada, we will focus on the 
situation of Indigenous peoples in Colombia. 
According to the National Indigenous Organization of 
Colombia at least 32 Indigenous nations in Colombia 
are at serious risk of disappearing forever. 

The guide contains action ideas to get Colombia to 
implement protection plans for Indigenous peoples at 
risk, and to ensure that the Canada-Colombia Free 
Sq`cd @fqddldms cndrm­s vnqrdm sgd gtl`m qhfgsr
situation. 
 
The Demand Dignity Campaign remains an important 
body of work. In 2012, the corporate accountability 
strand of the campaign will be the priority.  Activities 
will focus on seeking remedy and clean up in the 
Niger Delta and on helping communities in Guatemala 
who have been affected by the resource extraction 
projects of Canadian companies to gain greater access 
to information on corporate activities and to justice. 
 
Members who took action on maternal health and 
sexual and reproductive rights in Nicaragua and other 
countries can expect action opportunities on these 
human rights issues throughout the year.  There will 
also be opportunities to take action on forced 
duhbshnmr+ nmd ne sgd @lmdrsx­r fkna`k b`lo`hfmhmf 
priorities for the next 2 years. 
 
I hope that you will find this guide useful to plan your 
activism. Please contact myself or the campaigns team 
at any time with any questions or to share your plans. 
 
In solidarity, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alain Roy 
Director of Campaigns and Activism 
Amnesty International (Canada) 
(aroy@amnesty.ca) 

 
 
 
 



Human Rights in the Middle East and North Africa 

What started with a single 
act of defiance has grown 
into a mass anti-
government protest 
movement across the 
Middle East and North 
Africa. People first called 
for fundamental change 
in Tunisia at the end of 
2010. Since then, the call 
for change has echoed, 
unsettling autocratic  
regimes that have ruled 
for decades with an iron 
fist. The calendar is dot-
ted with peaceful protests 
ctaadc ®C`xr ne Q`fd¯- 
Through Facebook and 
Twitter, a generation of 
fearless young activists 
has emerged, changing 
the human rights  
landscape of the region. 
 
Amnesty International has urged state authorities to 
respect human rights. In 2012, we will spotlight six 
countries, each with human rights challenges. 
 
In Yemen, a power-transfer agreement paved the way for 
President Saleh to step down after over 30 years of 
repressive rule, but it also granted widespread immunity 
from prosecution. 
 
A`gq`hm­rgovernment is reportedly considering reforms 
and prosecutions following the report of the Bahrain 
Independent Commission of Inquiry in November 2011. 
A`gq`hm­r b`ahmds `clhssdc sg`s rdbtqhsx enqbdr g`c addm
responsible for abuses. 
 
The death toll in Syria reportedly surpassed 4,000 as the 
government continued to justify the crackdown on 
protests. The depending crisis shows signs of 
deteriorating into armed conflict. 
 
In Libya a low level conflict continues to simmer as the 
newly established Libyan government grapples with 
transitional justice issues such as accountability for the 
death of Colonel al-Gaddafi  and debates over the venue 
for the trial of his son Saif al-Islam al-Gaddafi. 

Recent elections in both Tunisia and 
Egypt demonstrate that the road to 
reform is long and difficult. Interim 
governments in both countries have 
continued with long - term patterns 
of repression and the promise of 
change remains unfulfilled. Barriers 
sn vnldm­r o`qshbho`shnm hm ansg sgd 
reform process and the elections 
remain a particular challenge. 
 
What you can do 

Organize MENA dialogues:  Amnesty has produced a 
MENA dialogue toolkit to help you organize 
discussions ± face-to-face or online ± with your 
existing group, or with activists in your community. 
For example, in Halifax, Amnesty members invited 
local Syrian activist Barran al-Isso and Dalhousie 
University professor Dr. Amal Ghazal to be part of a 
one-hour panel on the events of the last year and 
continuing struggles, such as the one in Syria. 

Use key anniversary dates throughout the spring to 
highlight a related theme or country (see list of dates & 
watch the website for the actions). 

Tap into events in your community in and round 
Hmsdqm`shnm`k Vnldm­r C`x nmMarch 8th to celebrate 
the women activists in the region and advocate for an 
end to discrimination against women. Resources 
include a campaign brief: Women demand equality in 
shaping a new Egypt (http://twurl.nl/4iovi5) and an 
action Women must have an equal voice in shaping 
Dfxos­r etstqd(http://twurl.nl/qe2abe). 

 
The MENA Dialogue toolkit and other support is 

available from Hilary Homes(hhomes@amnesty.ca). 
 

®Sgdqd­r ` oqnakdl£ `mc
it needs to be dealt with 
now because if not, we will 
be entering a phase where 
women are not involved in 
public life, in society, in 
politics and their roles will 
chlhmhrg he vd cnm­s cd,
l`mc enq sgdl-¯ 
Female Egyptian lawyer 
and human rights activist. 

Key Dates for Action 

25 January ± Egypt (anniversary of main Tahrir Square demo) 

3 February ± Yemen (start of mass demonstrations) 

11 February ± International day of action 

14 February- Bahrain (start of mass demonstrations) 

17 February ± Libya (Day of Rage protests) 

18 March ± Syria (start of mass demonstrations) 

18 March ± Xdldm 'l`rr rmhodq jhkkhmfr hm R`m`­`( 

An Egyptian protester covers her face 
with the national flag to protect her-
self from tear gas fired by riot police 
at Cairo's Tahrir Square on Nov. 20, 
2011. KHALED DESOUKI/AFP/Getty 
Images  

http://www.bici.org.bh/
http://www.bici.org.bh/
mailto:hhomes@amnesty.ca


While an exemption to protect civilian use like hunting 
might seem harmless, exemptions of any category of 
vd`onmr bntkc bqd`sd c`mfdqntr knnognkdr9 nmd odqrnm­r
®gtmshmf qhekd¯ hr `mnsgdq­r ®rmhodq qhekd¯- Rhlhk`qkx+ ct`k-
use items can be dangerous in the wrong hands. A vital 
part of the ATT framework is to effectively assess the risk 
of human rights abuses by the end user of any weapons. 
This can only be done effectively if ALL conventional 
weapons are included -  no exceptions. 
 
What you can do 

Hm sgd ehqrs g`ke ne 1/01 vd vhkk tmcdqs`jd ` rgnqs ®s`bshb`k¯
campaign to urge Canada to drop calls for exemptions and 
fully support a strong global ATT.  

Contact your MP and ask her/him to support the 
development of an effective ATT by signing the global 
Parliamentarian Declaration (copy enclosed).  Please 
inform Hilary Homes (hhomes@amnesty.ca) as soon as 
possible once you have a meeting set up with your MP 
and/or a signed Declaration so that we can coordinate 
our lobbying efforts with our NGO partners. 
http://twurl.nl/3smr6v  

Collect statements from Canadians supporting the 
ATT. We are looking for everyone from veterans to 
sport shooters to local artists and activists to make 
short statements supporting the ATT in a variety of 
written and visual formats, including video. These 
statements will demonstrate broad support for the ATT 
and help with our MP approaches. 

Take part in the 100 Days for Action starting March 
23. The countdown to the treaty negotiations in July 
will feature a global petition and other lobbying and 
awareness opportunities. Watch www.amnesty.ca for 
details. 

 

Treaties regulate the 
global trade of many 
products, but not 
tanks, guns and 
bullets. Some 
governments take more 
care than others in 
authorizing and 
monitoring arms 
transfers, but existing 
regulations are not 
always consistently 
applied - some sales 
are not documented, 
while others are 
organized by shadowy 
networks of corruption. 
 

The result is an international patchwork of regulations 
through which far too many weapons easily slip into the 
wrong hands. The human cost is staggering: thousands 
of people each day are killed, injured and forced to flee 
their homes due to human rights abuses perpetrated with 
conventional arms. 
 
After years of persistent campaigning by NGOs and 
supportive governments, states are finally coming  
together in July 2012 to develop the text of a global Arms 
Trade Treaty (ATT).  While many states have been 
supportive of regulating a broad range of arms for 
international transfers in the scope of an ATT, some 
European and North American states have been 
backtracking. 
 
Canada and the ATT 

At the United Nations ATT preparatory meetings in July 
1/00+ B`m`c`­r knmf-term support for the treaty process 
took a sudden step backwards. Officials began to talk 
about the ATT negotiations as too ambitious or too 
cds`hkdc+ `mc adf`m rddjhmf `m dwdloshnm enq ®gtmshmf
qhekdr¯- B`m`c` g`r `krn q`hrdc bnmbdqmr `ants qdftk`shmf
dual-use items (things that have both civilian and military 
uses) such as night vision goggles or the technology used 
in missile guidance systems. 
 
Fortunately, it now appears that Canada will seek to 
ensure the ATT will not affect legitimate and lawful 
civilian use of firearms through avenues other than a 
formal exemption. But other countries may continue to 
pursue this tactic. 

Campaigning for an Effective Global Arms Trade Treaty 

 A bullet-proof Arms Trade Treaty must: 

stop arms getting into the hands of people likely to commit 
war crimes, grave human rights abuses, terrorist attacks, or 
use arms to exacerbate armed violence and crime, gender-
based violence and poverty. 

control all arms and ammunition and their parts, and all 
those involved in their export and import. 

end the secrecy and corruption in the global arms trade. 

be enforced and policed, and hold governments to account. 

Bullets on display on a booth at France's 
Milipol global security trade fair at the 
Porte de Versailles exposition centre in 
Paris 2007. JOEL SAGET/AFP/Getty Images  

http://controlarms.org/parliamentarian-declaration
mailto:hhomes@amnesty.ca


Guatemala 

Residents of several 
small towns in the 
Guatemalan province 
of Santa Rosa are 
facing a controversial 
Canadian silver mine 
development. Minera 
San Rafael S.A., a 
subsidiary of Tahoe 
Resources Inc, has 
applied to the 
Guatemalan Ministry 
of Mines and Energy 
(MEM) for an exploitation licence to develop silver, gold 
and other minerals at the Escobal mine in south-eastern 
Guatemala. No meaningful consultation with the local 
communities whose human rights could be affected by 
the mining operations has taken place.  
 
From 1 to 3 December 2011 an Amnesty International 
delegation, including AI Canada Business and Human 
Rights Campaigner Tara Scurr, visited the communities 
and learnt that they had not been meaningfully consulted 
prior to either the exploration or the exploitation license 
requests. Local communities are ladino (non-Indigenous) 
and Xinca (one of the Indigenous Peoples of Guatemala). 
Both communities have the right to access to information 
and to be consulted. Indigenous peoples, such as the 
Xinca, have the right to free, prior and informed consent.  

Take Action Now: 

Please send a letter to the CEO of Tahoe Resources Inc 
asking him to describe how his company consulted resi-
dents in Santa Rosa. The letter is included with this Guide.  
 
Interested? Let us know and we will work with you to take 
action on these cases.  The people of Bodo and Santa 
Rosa are counting on us to support their struggle for  
justice. Email BHR@amnesty.ca  

There are two urgent cases that need your help! The first 
is the international campaign on oil pollution in the Niger 
Delta and the second is about a Canadian silver mine in 
eastern Guatemala. 
 
Niger Delta 

In May 2011, Amnesty started a 
campaign to end human rights 
abuses that are triggered by 
massive oil pollution in the Niger 
Delta. The campaign continues 
because the 31 million people 
living there still need respect for 
their basic rights to water, food, 
health and the right to work. 
Even though the oil industry has 
generated about 600 billion dollars 
since the 1960s, most people live 
in extreme poverty. It is estimated 
that the oil spill in 2008 dumped 
4,000 barrels of oil per day for over 3 months, destroying 
the water supply and the earth used for farming. 
 
Shell Oil: Own Up, Pay Up, Clean Up: 

For the next five months we will 
target Shell Oil, asking them to 
implement the recommendations of 
the United Nations Environment 
Program, which stated that $1 
billion is needed to begin the clean up 
of the Niger Delta and compensate the 
people who have lost their livelihoods. 
 
 
 

Help us take this message to Shell Oil stations and the 
Canadian public. 

Poster or leaflet neighbourhoods around Shell 
stations. 

Provide information to Canadians who choose to use 
Rgdkk rs`shnmr+ `rjhmf sgdl sn gdko tr snn- Vd­qd mns
calling for a boycott ± instead, we want people who 
use Shell to be part of the solution. 

Fds ` fqnto ne odnokd `mc gnkc ` ®Bkd`m to Rgdkk¯
event at a Shell Oil station. 

Corporate Accountability in the Niger Delta and Guatemala 

®Adenqd sgd rohkk+ khed

was easy. The people 

could live from the 

catch of fish, you could 

go to the river, catch a 

fish and make some 

soup. After the spill, 

everything was 

destroyed. Now poverty 

hr dudqxvgdqd-¯ 

Fisherman from Bodo 

community (May 2011) 

®Sghr hr nmd ne sgd

most devastating oil 

spills the world has 

ever seen and yet it 

has almost gone 

tmmnshbdc-¯ Ancn

Bnlltmhsx­r TJ

lawyer Martyn Day 

(August 2011) 

Amnesty International is requesting that the government of 
Guatemala not grant an exploitation license to Tahoe Resources Inc to 
extract gold, silver and other minerals from the Escobal mine until full 
disclosure of relevant information and meaningful 
consultation with the local communities has taken place to ensure 
their free, prior and informed consent.   

House belonging to a 78 year old man who 
refuses to sell his land to Minera San Rafael 
S.A. His house has been partitioned off from 
company-owned land by barbed wire and fenc-
ing. © Amnesty International  

mailto:BHR@amnesty.ca


Indigenous Peoples in Colombia are facing a situation 
that is nothing less than a human rights emergency. 
More than a million people in the South American 
country belong to 102 distinct Indigenous Nations. 
The survival of over half of them is reported to be at 
grave risk. 
 
The situation is so serious that the UN Special 
Rapporteur on Indigenous People called for a visit to 
Colombia by the UN Special Adviser on the Prevention 
of Genocide.  Three years ago, a ruling of Colombia's 
Constitutional Court called for the elaboration of specific 
plans to guarantee the cultural and physical survival of 
more than 30 Indigenous Nations whose situation was 
examined by the Court. To date no real action has been 
taken. 
 
Indigenous women, men and children continue to be 
killed, threatened and driven from their lands by all the 
v`qqhmf o`qshdr hm Bnknlah`­r knmf qtmmhmf hmsdqm`k
armed conflict, including state security forces, their 
paramilitary allies and guerrilla forces.  
 
Between 2002 and 2009 alone, more than 1700 
Indigenous people were disappeared or assassinated. 
During the same time period, there were 4700 
®bnkkdbshud sgqd`sr¯ `mc 6/+/// vdqd chrok`bdc enqbdetkkx
from their territories, according to reports from the 
National Indigenous Organization of Colombia.  
 
Since then, threats have intensified. Indigenous Peoples 
often live in areas coveted for their natural resources or 
strategic location. When Indigenous leaders and 
communities try to defend their land and their right to 
Free, Prior and Informed Consent (FPIC) regarding 
proposed economic development projects that will affect 
them they  face significant opposition. This often leads to 
threats and killings, as well as mass displacement. 
Sexual violence against Indigenous women is also used 
to weaken the resolve and capacity of Indigenous 
communities. 
 
Failure to bring the perpetrators to justice leaves 
communities exposed to repetition of violations.  

Canadian connections 

In August 2011, a controversial free trade agreement 
between Canada and Colombia came into effect. 
Canadian resource extraction companies operate widely 
in Colombia and are anticipated to increase their 
presence and level of investment now that the FTA is in 
force. There are serious concerns that increased 
extractive industry operations in areas of Colombia 
inhabited by Indigenous Peoples may exacerbate human 
rights violations. Under the terms of the FTA, the 
Canadian and Colombian governments are required to 
submit an annual report to Parliament about human 
rights impacts. 
 
Take action 

If you have not already, please sign the online 
odshshnm sn Bnknlah`­r Oqdrhcdms R`msnr entmc `s
www.amnesty.ca/atrisk/index.php/kimy-pernia and 
create a solidarity photo message. 

Please collect signatures through the Spring on the 
petition to Diane Ablonczy, Minister of State 
(Americas) found at the end of this guide. Return the 
petitions to the Toronto Office. 

Contact Kathy Price (kprice@amnesty.ca) to get 
involved in campaigning  on behalf of Indigenous 
Peoples at risk in Colombia. 

Indigenous Peoples at risk in Colombia 

Ldladqr ne J`shl`uhj+ vgn `ssdmcdc @H­r Ehkl Edrshu`k hm Snqnmsn hm 
November, enthusiastically added their support to our campaign in support of 
justice for Embera-Katío Indigenous leader Kimy Pernía Domicó and protec-
tion for Indigenous Peoples in Colombia. 

http://www.amnesty.ca/atrisk/index.php/kimy-pernia/
mailto:kprice@amnesty.ca


Bill C-4 

Bill C-4, the Preventing Human Smugglers from Abusing 
B`m`c`­r Hllhfq`shnm Rxrsdl @bs v`r hmsqnctbdcin 
Parliament on 23 June 2011. Many of the provisions of 
Bill C-4 will result in serious violations of Canada's 
human rights obligations. There has not been any 
debate in Parliament on Bill C-4 since October 3, but the 
government appears to be committed to the passing of 
the Bill. 
 
Take Action: 

Contact your MP calling for the government to 
withdraw Bill C-4: http://twurl.nl/v6kmc0 

Ask your MP to table a petition opposing the Bill: 
www.amnesty.ca/files/c4petitionHoC.pdf 

Send petitions to the Minister of Public Safety: 
www.amnesty.ca/files/c-4petitionsept2011.pdf 

Learn More about Bill C-4:  ccrweb.ca/en/c4 
 
Lubicon Cree 

The government Conservative party in Alberta selected a 
new leader this fall. Please send a letter to the new 
Oqdlhdq 'dudm he xnt­ud `kqd`cx vqhssdm( tqfhmf gdq sn
ensure that the human rights of the Lubicon Cree are 
fully respected and that new leases will only be granted 
with their free, prior and informed consent. 
www.amnesty.ca/lubicon 
 
First Nations right to water 

Hm qdronmrd sn @lmdrsx Hmsdqm`shnm`k­r nmfnhmf `ood`k
on First Nations right to water, some AI members have 
received replies from the Prime Minister's office stating 
that government actions have reduced the number of 
First Nations reserves living with boil water advisories.  
However, there are sharp discrepancies with the 
fnudqmldms­r bk`hlr sn g`ud qdctbdc sgd mtladq ne
First Nations under boil water advisories to only 49 and 
the figures provided by Health Canada which show an 
increase to 127 First Nations under such advisories. 
 
If you receive one of these letters, please write back to 
the Prime Minister, asking for an explanation. 
 
Find out more at http://twurl.nl/winpb4.  
 
 

Roses For WOZA 

Dudqx U`kdmshmd­r C`x+ ldladqr
of Women of Zimbabwe Arise 
peacefully demonstrate, calling 
for the protection of economic, 
social and cultural rights in 
Zimbabwe.  They hand out paper 
roses, representing their slogan 
sg`s ®the power of love can 
conquer the love of power.̄ 
 
Please join our fundraising and 
campaigning activities again this 
February by visiting: 
www.amnesty.ca/roses4woza or 
contacting wozacoordinator@amnesty.ca. 
 
Hmsdqm`shnm`k Vnldm­r C`x 

Around the world, activists will celebrate International 
Vnldm­r C`x+ `mc bnmshmtd sn b`kk enq `m dmc sn 
discrimination and violence against women. 
 
Given all the recent changes in the Middle East and 
North Africa, and the key role that women activists have 
played in advocating for reform, there is an important 
noonqstmhsx sn oqdrr enq sgd qdrodbs ne vnldm­r qhfgsr `mc
sn bdkdaq`sd sgd `bghdudldms ne vnldm­r qhfgsr `bshuhrsr
around the world. 
 
In February, the Activist vhkk hmbktcd ` ed`stqd nm vnldm­r
rights in the Middle East and North Africa, and the 
Vnldm­r Gtl`m Qhfgsrnewsletter will provide action 
opportunities and resources for member events. 
 
For more information and other IWD actions, visit 
www.amnesty.ca/women. 

Current Priority Campaigns 

Ottawa Amnesty Gender Rights 
Network held an event for  
WOZA in 2010. 

@lmdrsx ldladqr hm Adkkduhkkd l`qbg nm Hmsdqm`shnm`k Vnldm­r C`x 1/00- 

http://www.amnesty.ca/iwriteforjustice/take_action.php?actionid=540&type=Internal
http://www.amnesty.ca/files/c4petitionHoC.pdf
http://www.amnesty.ca/files/c-4petitionsept2011.pdf
http://ccrweb.ca/en/c4
http://www.amnesty.ca/lubicon
http://twurl.nl/winpb4


Key Dates in Spring 2012 

January 11-22 - 10th Anniversary of Guantanamo 

Sign the global petition at www.amnesty.ca/security.  

 
February 11 - International Day of Action on MENA 

February 11 is an International Day of Action calling for 
reform and the protection of human rights in the Middle 
East and North Africa. Contact hhomes@amnesty.ca. 

 
February 14 - U`kdmshmd­r C`x VNY@ `bshnm 

Prior to February 14, AI Canada members will be 
invited to take part in a WOZA fundraiser and action.  
Follow www.amnesty.ca/zimbabwe  

Resources for Activism 
 

Middle East and North Africa Dialogue Toolkit 
Use the toolkit to organize discussions in 
your community.  To order, contact 
hhomes@amnesty.ca. 

 

Arms Trade Treaty 101 Guide 
This guide provides background 
information on the ATT and tips for 
campaigning.  Order from 
hhomes@amnesty.ca. 

 

Vnldm­r Gtl`m Qhfgsr Mdvrkdssdq 
Sgd pt`qsdqkx Vnldm­r Gtl`m Qhfgsr
Mdvrkdssdq hmbktcdr `qshbkdr nm vnldm­r
rights, appeals for action and updates on 
campaigns and events. 
Contact kmcinturff@amnesty.ca 

 

Maternal Health and Sexual and 
Reproductive Rights Toolkit 
A new toolkit for members that includes 
backgrounders, case sheets, workshop 
outlines, a powerpoint presentation and 
more. Order by contacting 
materials@amnesty.ca. 

Key Dates and Resources 

March 8 - Hmsdqm`shnm`k Vnldm­r C`x 

Enq Hmsdqm`shnm`k Vnldm­r C`x 1/01+ @lmdrsx B`m`c`
vhkk enbtr nm vnldm­r qhfgsr hm sgd Lhcckd D`rs `mc
North Africa, as well as other individual cases. 
Find more actions at www.amnesty.ca/women. 

 
March 23 - 100 Days for Action for an ATT 

Join campaigning activities in the lead-up to the July 
treaty negotiations.  Check out the ATT information 
page in this guide and watch for actions at 
www.amnesty.ca. 

Campaign Support 

Director of Campaigns and Activism: Alain Roy 
(aroy@amnesty.ca) 
 
Corporate Accountability:  Tara Scurr 
(tscurr@amnesty.ca) 

Vnldm­r Gtl`m Qhfgsr9Kate McInturff 
(kmcinturff@amnesty.ca) 

Indigenous Peoples: Craig Benjamin 
(cbenjamin@amnesty.ca) 

Security and Human Rights: Hilary Homes 
(hhomes@amnesty.ca) 

Refugees and Migrants: Gloria Nafziger 
(gnafziger@amnesty.ca) 

Colombia and Mexico: Kathy Price 
(kprice@amnesty.ca) 

To order banners, t-shirts, membership forms, AI@50 
promotional items (buttons, t-shirts and posters) and 
other Amnesty materials, contact Louise Mulvihill 
(materials@amnesty.ca).  

For other materials and resources visit 
amnesty.ca/resources or contact materials@amnesty.ca 



In late December 2011, an Egyptian civilian court ordered an end to 
enqbdc ®uhqfhmhsx sdrsr¯ nm edl`kd cds`hmddr rnld rhw lnmsgr `esdq sgd
lhkhs`qx g`c okdcfdc sn bd`rd sgd oq`bshbd- Sgd cdfq`chmf ®sdrsr¯+
which were intended to protect the army against possible allegations 
of rape, are themselves a form of torture. While heralded as an 
important victory for the women who initiated the court case, it 
nonetheless illustrates just how long and difficult the road to equality 
is for the majority of women in the Middle East and North Africa.  
 
Dfxos­r ®14 I`mt`qx Qdunktshnm¯ gdkc fqd`s oqnlhrd- Vnldm `mc ldm
stood together as equals and demanded respect for their rights. But 
within weeks any hope of substantial change to the systematic 
discrimination faced by women quickly faded.  
 
Women jurists found themselves excluded from a new committee set up to revise the 
bnmrshstshnm- Sgd mdv Oqhld Lhmhrsdq­r b`ahmds `mmntmbdc hm L`qbg hmbktcdc itrs nmd vnl`m-
In July, the Supreme Council of the Armed Forces cancelled a quota system that would have 
guaranteed women seats in the parliament.  Instead, they created a requirement that each 
political party have at least one woman on its candidate list, but did not require that women 
candidates be included near the top of the list.  Some of the women who did run in previous 
elections were harassed, their posters torn down and their supporters threatened. Smear 
b`lo`hfmr `ss`bjdc edl`kd b`mchc`sdr­ qdots`shnmr `mc `bbtrdc sgdl ne hmehcdkhsx± 
accusations that are especially damaging for women in Egypt.  Elections that began last year 
will continue into 2012. 
 
As demonstrations continued throughout the year, women were under attack from both fellow 
protesters and security forces. At the same time that the courts were considering the ban on 
®uhqfhmhsx sdrsr¯+soldiers beat and stripped female demonstrators on the streets of Cairo. 
 
The commitment to reform, for both those in power and those who aspire to it, must recognize 
and support women as full partners in the struggle. Organizations such as political parties and 
sq`cd tmhnmr ltrs dlaq`bd sgd oqhmbhokdr ne vnldm­r dpt`k o`qshbho`shnm `mc dmc 
discrimination. Concrete steps must be taken to ensure that women can participate in the 
political process, whether that is simply accessing information about elections and voting or 
engaging in the formulation of government policy, including constitutional and legal 
frameworks. And in all areas of life ± from Tahrir Square to their own homes and workplaces ± 
women must be protected from violence, harassment and threats. 
 
As R`lhq` Haq`ghl+ sgd vnldm adghmc sgd qdbdms bntqs bg`kkdmfd+ r`hc+ ®H sdkk edl`kd `bshuhrsr
fn sn sgd rpt`qd `mc cnm­s ad `eq`hc+ sghr hr ntq rpt`qd-¯ Enq vnldm hm Dfxos `mc sgqntfgnts
the region, the real revolution is inclusion.  This revolution must also be our revolution. 

MENA: Where is the revolution for women? 

®Vd­qd rddhmf `kk ne ` rtccdm
women being put aside after the 
¬qdunktshnm­- Hs­r g`oodmhmf `f`hm+
sgdx­qd otsshmf vnldm `rhcd `r vd
see all these figures turning to run 
in elections. The youth 
coalition, for example, who claims 
to talk in the name of the 
¬qdunktshnm­+ g`r nmkx nmd vnl`m
nts ne 04 ldladqr-¯ 

Female Egyptian political activist  

Vg`s xnt b`m cn9 Bnms`bs xntq knb`k mdvro`odq hm `cu`mbd ne Hmsdqm`shnm`k Vnldm­r C`x `mc
offer this as a potential op-ed feature. Use this as an opportunity to promote any IWD events in 
your community that you are taking part in on or around March 8th. 




